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D.A. Charged with Intimidation 


1-A-0's Represent Many F aiths 


CCCO has received from a correspondent at Fort Sam 
Houston a report on the religious preferences listed by 
C.O.’s in training there. All I-A-O’s, conscientious objec- 
tors available for noncombatant duty in the armed forces. 
are sent to Fort Sam Houston for basic training. 

The report covers 231 men as of the first week in 
September of this year. 24 of the men were ready to start 
basic training; 172 were in basic training; 35 were in 
advanced individual training. There were two battalions 
of men in advanced training for which no figures on 
religious preferences were available. Those battalions 
would include well over 100 C.O.’s. 

The Seventh-day Adventists, the only denomination 
of any size which officially takes the I-A-O position, was 
far ahead in total men in training. 98 men were members 
of that church. They call themselves conscientious co- 
operators rather than conscientious objectors. 

The remaining 133 men represented more than thirty 
religious groups. The Church of Christ ranked second 
with fifteen men. The Church of God and the Society of 
Friends (Quakers) each had ten men. Nine men listed 
Pentecostal as their religious preference. Eight listed 
Apostolic Christian, and eight listed Protestant with no 
denominational choice. Seven men were Mennonites. 

The Assembly of God, Baptist, Holiness, and Unde- 
nominational Christian had five men each. There were 
four members of the Christian Church, the Methodists, 
and Jehovah’s witnesses. Four men had no religious 
preference. The Church of God in Christ as well as the 
Followers of Christ had three men each. There were two 
men each from the Apostolic Faith, The Church of the 
First Born, Nazarenes, and Presbyterians. 

There was one man from each of the following 
churches: Apostolic, Apostolic Church of the Faith in 
Christ Jesus, Brethren in Christ, Church of God and 
Christ, Church of God and Saints of Christ, Church of 
the Brethren, Episcopalian, Evangelical, Evangelical Re- 
formed, Lutheran, Pentecostal Assembly of God, Pente- 
costal Oneness, Radio Church of God, Roman Catholic. 
United Brethren, and United Missionary Church. 

One item of special interest from this report is the 
ratio of Seventh-day Adventists to total noncombatants. 
The SDA’s reported nearly 20,000 I-A-O’s drafted in 
WWII. If the ratio of SDA’s to total I-A-O’s was near 
the same during WWII as in this sample, there must have 
been well over 50,000 I-A-O’s in the 1940 draft. Yet Se- 
lective Service “estimates” only 25,000, a number which 
has been frequently challenged by pacifists but neither 
proved nor disproved by official government statistics. 





Dep’t of Justice Refuses to Comment 
on Investigation of Detroit Office 


A conscientious objectog who was a student at the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor at the time ran an 
ad in The Michigan Daily April 17 offering information 
on the rights of C.0.’s. A C.O. doing assigned civilian 
work in Ann Arbor ran the same ad April 21. The ad 
read, “MEN OF DRAFT AGE—Have you considered 
the alternatives to military service? For information 
about the —. rights of men conscientiously opposed 
to war, call . 


It is the opinion of CCCO that such ads are unques- 
tionably legal. Thousands of CCCO posters with similar 
wording have been distributed by CCCO without receipt 
of a single complaint from Department of Justice 
officials in spite of irritated readers of the poster writing 
CCCO that the posters and similar newspaper ads have 
been mailed to the FBI. However, as a result of the ad 
the Assistant U.S. Attorney in Detroit who prosecutes 
selective service violations, Ronald Greenberg. called the 
men into his office for individual interviews April 29. 


The men were thoroughly frightened by the nature 
of the interviews. CCCO urged that a complaint be filed 
with the Department of Justice since the interviews were 
apparently carried on in an unusual and threatening 
manner. Because of their fear of reprisal by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Greenberg, the men delayed nearly two 
months before deciding they had a real obligation to file 
a formal complaint. Near the end of June they sent 
detailed reports to CCCO with permission for complaints 
to be filed. 


Lyle Tatum, CCCO executive secretary, was out of 
the office on a field trip until past the middle of July. 
Upon his return to the office he prepared a “bill of parti- 
culars” listing 16 points from each interview as reported 
by the men which substantiated a cumulative effect of 
intimidation if the facts of the matter were as reported 
to CCCO. The complaint was then filed with the specific 
charges in a letter to Herbert Brownell, Jr., the Attorney 
General. 


Irregularities Outlined 


Among the alleged irregularities that added up to 
intimidation by Greenberg were that he accused the men 


(Continued on page 3) 
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: Briefly Noted 


The President has signed an Executive Order which 
will make it somewhat more difficult to obtain a student 
deferment (II-S) for registrants entering graduate school 
for study on other than medical subjects after January 
1, 1955. In order for students entering graduate school 
after that time to be eligible for II-S classifications they 
must have ranked in the upper one-fourth of the full-time 
male students in their graduating class or have obtained 
a score of 80 or more on the student qualification test. 
At the present time the registrant must rank in the upper 
one-half of his class or have a test score of 75 or more. 

* * * 

Twenty-six Jehovah’s witnesses faced trial in Port- 
land, Oregon, in September for refusal to submit to 
induction into the army. Hayden Covington, general coun- 
sel for the witnesses, defended the men. The first two 
tried were acquitted by Judge Claude McColloch. 22 of 
the other cases were then dismissed by the judge without 
objection from the government. Of the two remaining 
defendants, one pleaded guilty and one must stand trial 
on his not guilty plea. 
* * * 

A Dutch conscientious objector has been assigned to 
a Mennonite Voluntary Service work camp in Holland 
which is operated by the Mennonite Central Committee of 
this country and using American I-W men, thus creating 
the only project in the world using objectors conscripted 
by two different countries. 

* * * 

As we go to press the Board of Immigration Appeals 
has not yet announced its decision in the precedent- 
making Butgereit case which has been reported in detail 
in the last few issues of NEWS NOTES. 

* * * 

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology should be 
added to the list of schools reported in the July-August 
issue of NEWS NOTES as providing for the exemption 
of conscientious objectors from R.O.T.C. Reports will 
be appreciated from readers with experience with this 


problem in other schools which were not listed. 
* * * 


The Akron Beacon-Journal reports that Tom Zuendel, 
a Christian Scientist living in Akron, Ohio, has been 
classified as a conscientious objector after a four-year 
struggle to obtain proper classification. Although there 
are a few members of the Christian Science Church who 
are conscientious objectors, and there is an organization 
of pacifist Christian Scientists, that denomination is one 
of the remaining few which does not support the right of 


its members to be C.O.’s. 
* * * 


The Socialist Party U.S.A., always a _ supporter 
of the rights of conscience, adopted strong resolutions in 
respect to C.O. problems at its 29th National Convention 
held in Philadelphia this year. The Socialists urged 
recognition of political and philosophical objectors as 
well as religious objectors. They also urged a Presi- 
dential amnesty for objectors convicted of violating 
either the 1940 or 1948 draft laws. 

The Socialists condemned the repeated “cat and 
mouse” prosecutions of conscientious objectors as well as 
the withholding of the FBI investigative report in cases 





We are pleased to announce the 


Second Edition 


of the 


for 


CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTORS 


If your copy of the handbook has a green 
cover don’t leave it around the house to get 
bedraggled and dirty — bury it or burn it and 
order a copy of the SECOND EDITION in a 
beautiful shade of tangerine. 


The SECOND EDITION is not just a reprint. 
It is a revision incorporating all of the changes 
that you‘ve had to note since the publication 
of the first edition. 


Section III has had to have the most exten- 
sive revisions to cover the new training pro- 
gram for conscientious objectors in the army. 


There are a number of important changes 
in Section I which covers C.O.’s under Selec- 
tive Service. 


It is available now. You know the hand- 
book. There is no similar publication. The 
SECOND EDITION is 104 pages packed with 


information. 


per 
3 5 single 
Cc copy 


3 copies for $1.00, ten or more 30c each. 
All prices include postage. 


ORDER FROM CCCO 











where objectors are being prosecuted for refusal to sub- 
mit to induction. 
* * * 

In spite of the recent inaccuracies published by News- 
week in relation to conscientious objectors, NEWS 
NOTES has reliable information that the New York 
editors are not intent on misinterpreting C.O.’s nor pre- 
judiced against them. It remains to be seen if they have 
enough intestinal fortitude to acknowledge their errors 
which apparently resulted from misleading information 
from a Washington reporter. 
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INTIMIDATION CHARGED 
(Continued from page 1) 


of illegal practice of law and a conspiracy to counsel 
draft evasion; he threatened to get the men’s cases 
reviewed by their draft boards; he threatened to turn 
the matter over to the Michigan Bar Association; he used 
a great deal of sarcasm and frequently expressed anger: 
he called the men a couple of smart aleck college kids 
trying to see what they could get away with: he demon- 
strated prejudice against some C.O. groups by verbally 
blasting the Jehovah’s witnesses and Muslims, of the lat- 
ter saying he wouldn’t mind going into their temples and 
rounding them up with machine guns; he took one of 
the men down to the law library to point out the penalty 
provisions of the draft law and a couple of cases where 
men had been convicted of illegal counseling: he told 
one man he was living under the “shadow of the axe” 
ready to fall anytime and the other that “We’ve got men 
everywhere and sooner or later they'll get you, so be 
careful.” 


Inquiry Started 


In reply to the letter of complaint, William P. Rogers. 
Deputy Attorney General, wrote CCCO, “You are advised 
that a careful inquiry will be made regarding this 
incident.” 


Tatum and George Willoughby, Secretary of the 
American Friends Service Committee C.O. services pro- 
gram, visited the Deputy Attorney General’s office 
August 24 to determine what had happened to the in- 
quiry. They were referred to Joseph H. Lesh, an assistant 
to Rogers, who assured them that the investigation was 
proceeding. Lesh stated he could not a that time make 
any comment on the nature of the investigation or even 
whether the Department of Justice considered the com- 
plaint serious if fully substantiated. Lesh is a new ap- 
pointee, formerly U.S. Attorney for the Northern District 
of Indiana, and the investigation had been started prior 
to his joining the office. He assured Tatum that CCCO 
would be notified when the investigation was completed. 


In a letter dated September 14, Lesh wrote CCCO. 
‘, .. please be advised that I have made an investigation 
and review of the same and have come to the conclusion 
that no additional action on our part is warranted.” 


‘ 


Comment Declined 


In two subsequent telephone calls, Lesh refused all 
additional comment. He would not say whether the com- 
plaint was fully substantiated, partially substantiated, or 
completely false. He would not say whether any action 
had been taken as a result of the investigation. He would 
not comment on the nature of the investigation made. 
Lesh was cordial at all times, and it was obvious that the 
investigation had been marked strictly confidential by 
those higher in the Department of Justice. 


This result was reported the CCCO committee. The 
committee decided that Tatum should personally visit 
Greenberg to give him an opportunity to present his 
side of the story. 


A conference which lasted an hour and a half was 
held in Greenberg’s office September 29. In addition to 


Greenberg and Tatum, Mrs. William Adams. a member 
of the Detroit Friends Meeting, and Fred W. Kaess, the 
U.S. Attorney for the Detroit area, were present. 


Kaess bluntly stated that he was “peeved” by CCCO’s 
getting into something that was none of their business 
and none of the public’s business. “Everything that goes 
on within these four walls is confidential.” he stated. 


Kaess Not Concerned 


Kaess said he couldn’t understand how there could be 
any intimidation since no violence had been used against 
the men and they hadn't been indicted. He said that he 
had investigated the incident and was convinced that 
there was no basis for complaint and CCCO should be 
satisfied with his conclusion. He said the public wasn’t 
interested in such things, and he’d been hearing cries 
of police intimidation ever since he was a boy. He 
further complained that it wasn’t Christian to try to take 
a man’s job away from him. He stated that he would 
have been concerned if Greenberg had used profanity. 


Throughout the interview Greenberg and Kaess main- 
tained that they would not discuss specific allegations. 
However, in the course of the conversation Greenberg 
did touch on some of the points mentioned in the com- 
plaint. He flatly denied that he made any reference to 
“the axe.” He admitted pointing out the portions of the 
law book but stated that he was looking up those sec- 
tions for his own and the men’s information. He main- 
tained that he had a right to inquire into violations of 
the state law and to refer matters to other agencies, so 
apparently the references to illegal practice of law and 
the Michigan Bar Association were admitted. He stressed 
that he believed in the sincerity of some J.W.’s and that 
he had returned some J.W. files to Selective Service when 
they had come to his office for prosecution. 


Greenberg also stated that the men came into his 
office “smug” and “knowing their rights,” (It was not 
clear why the latter was offensive to him, even if true.) 
and he didn’t think they were frightened by the inter- 
views. 


CCCO Seeks Assistance 


CCCO is continuing the attempt to get a report from 
the Department of Justice on this incident. It is the 
opinion of CCCO that, if true, the charges which have 
been made against Greenberg are serious, and that the 
public has a right to know whether or not the charges 
have been adequately investigated and substantiated or 


disproved. 


Congressional, organizational, and individual assis- 
tance is being requested by CCCO to remove the curtain 
of silence drawn about this incident by the Department 
of Justice. It is specifically requested that concerned 
persons write two letters asking for the government’s 
report on this investigation. One letter should be ad- 
dressed to Herbert Brownell, Jr.. Attorney General, De- 
partment of Justice. Washington 25, D.C. The other 
letter should go to Fred W. Kaess, U.S. Attorney, 813 
Federal Building, Detroit 26, Michigan. Letters to mem- 
bers of Congress asking for information and action will 


also be helpful. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


1 PROSECUTIONS 
Sentenced since last issue 
9-13-54 Peter Yoder, 2 years, (Columbus, Ohio) 
Judge Mel Underwood, refusal to report 
for alternative service 
9-17-54 Joseph Arnold, 3 years, (Fort Smith, 
Ark.) Judge John Miller 
Arrests 
Oregon—Art Weston was reported in the April, 
1954 issue as having been arrested. This 
report was erroneous. Weston had re- 
fused to submit to induction, but instead 
of being prosecuted was able to get a 
reclassification into I-A-O. He is now 
serving in noncombatant duty at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas. 
(All prosecutions for refusal to report for or 
submit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 
Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On parole 
7- 1-54 Carl Mascaro 
7- 1-54 Louis Mascaro 
Ill MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 
Chillicothe, Ohio—Manas Kuhns, Freeman Win- 
gard, Charles Wenger 
Danbury, Conn.—Richard Blazej, Harry Nugent. 
James Playford, Francis Playford, Saul 
Wider 
Florence, Ariz.—William Weir, P. A. Nazeroff 
McNeil Island, Wash—Monty Prothero, George 
Lillis 
Milan, Mich.—Carl Nead, Ronald Wrightsman 
Petersburg, Va—Carl Nickel, Finley Cerwithian 
Seagoville, Texas—Bill Passmore, William Moser 
Springfield, Mo.—Clarence Bryan, Emanuel Mil- 
ler, Melvin Chupp, Howard Roberson. 
Burton Rosen, Henry Adamowicz, John 
Forbes, Ralph Dorn, Bradford Lyttle 
Tucson, Ariz.—Robert Kent, Gordon Carey, Rob- 
ert Hollingshead, Ervin Waters, Arthur 
Duffy 
Institution not verified—Peter Yoder. Joseph 
Arnold (CCCO has learned that John 
Rempel, who was listed in this column. 
has been free on bond since conviction. 
with appeal pending.) 
Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 








I asked Hermann Goering, the Fuhrer’s 
right hand man himself, whether it wasn't true 
that he had unleashed World War II in utter 
disregard of the desires of the people. To this 
he smirked: “Why of course, the common 
people never want war, neither in Germany, 
nor in Russia, nor in the U.S., nor anywhere 
else. That is understood. But the common 
people have nothing.to say about it—It is the 
leaders who decide the policy, and when they 
decide on war it is a simple matter to drag the 
people along. All you have to do is tell them 
that they are being attacked. Then throw any 
outspoken pacifists into jail for threatening the 
national security. You can drum up the war 
spirit in no time. It’s as easy as that.” 


G. M. Gilbert, Associate Professor of Psy- 
chology, Michigan State College, in remarks before 
the American Psychological Association meeting in 
New York City, September 5, 1954. 




















New Parole Chairman Named 


Attorney General Brownell has named Scovel Richard- 
son as the new Chairman of the Board of Parole for the 
coming year. Richardson, who resigned as dean of the 
School of Law at Lincoln University in St. Louis last 
year to become a parole board member, follows Dr. Paul 
Tappan as chairman. Tappan resigned to become pro- 
fessor of sociology at New York University as well as a 
lecturer in the university’s law school. 

Lewis J. Grout and John E. Henry have been installed 
as new members of the parole board. The other vacancy 
was created by the recent death of Warden Johnston. 

Grout was formerly chief probation officer for the 
U.S. District Court in Kansas City. Henry is a former 
Montana Public Service Commissioner and a former 
warden of the Montana State Prison. 

Brownell has announced a new policy of rotating the 
chairmanship of the board annually. 


date: 273 (This is a minimum number. since 
J.W.’s and Muslims are not included, and we miss 
a few). 
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